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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Leo Ant hony Celi has pract iced medicine in t hree 
cont inent s, giving him broad perspect ives in healt hcare 
delivery. As cl inical research direct or and principal 
research scient ist  at  t he MIT Laborat ory of 
Comput at ional Physiology (LCP), he brings t oget her 
cl inicians and dat a scient ist s t o support  research using 
dat a rout inely collect ed in t he int ensive care unit  (ICU). 
His group built  and maint ains t he Medical Informat ion 
Mart  for Int ensive Care (MIMIC) dat abase. This 
public- access dat abase has been met iculously 
de- ident if ied and is f reely shared online wit h t he 
research communit y. It  is an unparalleled research 
resource; over 2000 invest igat ors f rom more t han 30 
count ries have f ree access t o t he cl inical dat a under a 
dat a use agreement . In 2016, LCP part nered wit h Phil ips 
eICU Research Inst it ut e t o host  t he eICU dat abase wit h 
more t han 2 mil l ion ICU pat ient s admitt ed across t he 
Unit ed St at es. The goal is t o scale t he dat abase globally 
and build an int ernat ional collaborat ive research 
communit y around healt h dat a analyt ics.

Leo founded and co- direct s Sana, a cross- discipl inary 
organizat ion based at  t he Inst it ut e for Medical 
Engineering and Science at  MIT, whose object ive is t o 
leverage informat ion t echnology t o improve healt h 
out comes in low-  and middle- income count ries. At  it s 
core is an open- source mobile t ele- healt h plat form t hat  
al lows for capt ure, t ransmission and archiving of 
complex medical dat a (e.g. images, videos, physiologic 
signals such as ECG, EEG and ot o- acoust ic emission 
responses), in addit ion t o pat ient  demographic and 
cl inical informat ion. Sana is t he inaugural recipient  of 
bot h t he mHealt h (Mobile Healt h) All iance Award f rom 
t he Unit ed Nat ions Foundat ion and t he Wireless 
Innovat ion Award f rom t he Vodafone Foundat ion in 
2010. The soft ware has since been implement ed around 
t he globe including India, Kenya, Lebanon, Hait i, 
Mongolia, Uganda, Brazil, Et hiopia, Argent ina, and Sout h 
Af rica.

LEO CELI, MD MPH MS

Senior Research Scient ist , 
Massachusett s Inst it ut e of 
Technology 
Clinical Research Direct or, 
Laborat ory of Comput at ional 
Physiology
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DAVID C. RHEW, MD

Global Chief Medical Of f icer (CMO) and 
VP of Healt h & Life Sciences for 
Microsoft  

As Microsoft ?s Global CMO, David has led 
ef fort s around t he COVID-19 pandemic (working 
wit h WHO, CDC, and U.S. St at es), responsible 
AI (as co- founder of t he Trust wort hy 
Responsible AI Net work [TRAIN], and rural 
healt h (as co- founder of t he Rural Healt h 
Transformat ion Collaborat ive).

He has pioneered t he development  of 
evidence- based order set s in EHRs while at  
Zynx Healt h and home- based cardiac rehab 
while at  Samsung. He holds six U.S. t echnology 
pat ent s t hat  enable aut horing, mapping, and 
int egrat ion of cl inical decision support  int o 
elect ronic healt h records. 

He has sat  on Nat ional Qualit y Forum?s 
Execut ive CSAC Board; is Chair- emerit us for 
Consumer Technology Associat ion?s Healt h 
Technology Board; and serves on t he Execut ive 
Advisory Board for AdvaMed Digit al Healt h and 
NESTcc (medical device advisory for FDA, CMS, 
& NIH). 

He is Adjunct  Professor at  St anford Universit y 
and been recognized as one of t he 100 most  
inf luent ial by Modern Healt hcare.
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At ul Gaw ande, MD, MPH 

John and Cyndy Fish Chair in Surgery,  
Brigham and Women?s Hospit al
Samuel O. Thier Professor of t he Pract ice 
of Surgery, Harvard Medical School

At ul Gawande, MD, MPH, is a renowned 
surgeon, aut hor, and public healt h innovat or. 
He holds t he John and Cyndy Fish Chair in 
Surgery at  Brigham and Women?s Hospit al and 
is t he Samuel O. Thier Professor of t he Pract ice 
of Surgery at  Harvard Medical School. He was 
Assist ant  Administ rat or for Global Healt h at  
USAID f rom January 2022 t o January 2025. 
Prior t o t hat , he co- founded and chaired 
Ariadne Labs, a joint  cent er for healt h syst ems 
innovat ion where he is now Dist inguished 
Professor in Residence, and Lifebox, a nonprof it  
organizat ion making surgery safer globally. 
From 2018-2020, he was CEO of Haven, t he 
Amazon, Berkshire Hat haway, and JPMorgan 
Chase healt hcare vent ure.

Dr. Gawande is also a longt ime writ er for The 
New Yorker magazine and has writt en four New 
York Times best - sell ing books: Complicat ions, 
Bett er, The Checklist  Manifest o, and Being 
Mort al. He is a member of t he Nat ional 
Academy of Medicine and has won t wo Nat ional 
Magazine Awards, AcademyHealt h?s Impact  
Award for highest  research impact  on 
healt hcare, and a MacArt hur Fellowship. And he 
is execut ive producer for t hree document ary 
f ilms: t he Emmy- nominat ed adapt at ion Being 
Mort al (2016), t he Oscar- nominat ed f ilm To Kil l 
A Tiger (2024), and The New Yorker f ilm 
Rovina?s Choice (2025).
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Michael D. Abramof f, MD, PhD, is a fel lowship- t rained ret ina 
specialist , comput er engineer, and neuroscient ist . As Wat zke 
Professor of Opht halmology, and Elect rical and Comput er 
Engineering,Universit y of Iowa, he has >430 peer reviewed 
publicat ions (h- index 89). He is Founder and Execut ive Chairman 
of Digit al Diagnost ics (IDx), f irst  in any f ield of medicine t o get  
FDA clearance for aut onomous AI. He developed regulat ory and 
reimbursement  pat hways for aut onomous AI, and t he randomized 
cont rolled t rials t hat  show it s direct  benef it s on out comes.

PANELISTS

Charles Sent eio is a healt h informat ics researcher focused on 
invest igat ing t he drivers of persist ent  healt h inequit ies and 
developing solut ions t o address t hem. He is an Associat e 
Professor at  t he Rut gers School of Communicat ion and 
Informat ion in t he Depart ment  of Library and Informat ion Science. 
During t he 2020?2021 academic year, he served as a Visit ing 
Assist ant  Professor at  t he MIT Sloan School of Management  as an 
MIT MLK Visit ing Scholar.

Dr. Sent eio is a l icensed clinical social worker (LCSW) in bot h 
Texas and New Jersey and maint ains a privat e t herapy pract ice. 
He has been using t elemedicine t o provide psychot herapy and 
support ive counseling since 2017. He is also a Mast er Cert if ied 
Healt h Educat ion Specialist  (MCHES®) and maint ains his Texas 
Communit y Healt h Worker Inst ruct or cert if icat ion (CHW- I #115), 
which he has held for over 16 years.

CHARLES SENTEIO, PHD, 
MBA, LCSW 

Associat e Professor 
Rut gers Universit y School 
of Communicat ion and 
Informat ion 

MICHAEL D. ABRAMOFF, 
MD, PHD

Professor of Opht halmology 
and Visual Sciences, 
Universit y of Iowa
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HECTOR ACEVEDO

Communit y Advocat e

Dr. Aisha Rahim, MD, FHM, Exec HBS/ MIT, is a t railblazing 
healt hcare execut ive and et hical AI governance leader.? As 
Medical Execut ive and Direct or at  Johns Hopkins Healt h Plans 
(JHHP), she co- chairs t he Art if icial Int el l igence Governance 
Council and leads healt h equit y init iat ives.? 

Dr. Rahim serves as Vice Chair of t he Board for t he American 
Diabet es Associat ion (DC, MD & VA), Board Chair of t he Digit al 
Healt h/AI/ VR Advisory Committ ee at  Morehouse School of 
Medicine, and facult y at  t he Harvard Macy Inst it ut e. Recognized 
as one of t he Top 65 Women in AI and a Top 50 Innovat or, she is a 
sought - aft er int ernat ional keynot e speaker, advancing global AI 
educat ion and research in healt hcare innovat ion.? Dr. Rahim holds 
execut ive educat ion credent ials f rom Harvard Business School, 
MIT, and Johns Hopkins Universit y.

AISHA RAHIM MD, FHM, 
EXEC HBS/ MIT 

Medical Execut ive and 
Direct or at  Johns Hopkins 
Healt h Plans (JHHP)

PANELISTS

Hect or was born in El Salvador and diagnosed wit h a rare 
genet ic condit ion, Spondyloepiphyseal Dysplasia, which af fect s 
skelet al development  and present s signif icant  healt h 
challenges. Wit h l im it ed medical resources available in his home 
count ry, he and his mot her, Amanda, relocat ed t o Cambridge, 
Massachusett s in pursuit  of bett er healt hcare and opport unit y. 
In Cambridge Public Schools, Hect or f lourished and developed a 
st rong commit ment  t o just ice, equit y, and communit y service, 
grounded in grat it ude and a responsibil it y t o give back.

He went  on t o att end Hamilt on College as a Posse Scholar, 
graduat ing in 2008 wit h a degree in Women?s St udies and 
Educat ion. There, he was a founding member of La Unidad 
Lat ina, Lambda Upsilon Lambda Frat ernit y, Inc., and launched 
The Young People?s Project , promot ing civic engagement  and 
mat h l it eracy among local yout h.

Today, as a proud son of Cambridge wit h Salvadoran root s, 
Hect or serves on mult iple nonprof it  boards and civic 
committ ees. Dedicat ed t o ?changing t he way change happens,? 
he works t o expand civic engagement , workforce development , 
and leadership opport unit ies? guided by his belief in ?by any 
DREAMS necessary.?



Michael Tanana is a dat a scient ist , machine learning researcher and 
soft ware engineer. He has spent  t he last  t wo decades developing t ools 
and creat ing plat forms t o help behavioral healt h providers improve in 
t heir performance and out comes. His current  work includes machine 
learning met hods for nat ural language processing and out come 
evaluat ion, st at ist ical met hods for behavioral sciences as well as 
int eract ive dat a visualizat ion for program improvement  and feedback. 
His recent  project s involve t he use of deep learning t echniques t o 
perform t asks t hat  normally require highly t rained psychologist s and t he 
implement at ion of t hese models in product ion grade programming 
f rameworks. Dr. Tanana has been awarded mult iple NIH and NSF grant s 
and has published in t he f ields of psychology, epidemiology, crim inal 
just ice and child welfare. Dr. Tanana received his B.A f rom Dart mout h 
College in 2004, his Mast ers in St at ist ics for Educat ional Psychology 
f rom t he Universit y of Ut ah in 2010 and his PhD in Educat ional 
Psychology in 2017.
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MICHAEL TANANA, PHD 

Co- Founder, Chief 
Technology Of f icer at  
Lyssn

ALEXIS BATTLE, PHD 

Wu & Zhang Professor in 
t he Depart ment s of 
Biomedical Engineering, 
Comput er Science, and 
Genet ic Medicine, Johns 
Hopkins

PANELISTS

Alexis Batt le is t he Wu and Zhang Professor of Biomedical Engineering 
and Comput er Science at  Johns Hopkins Universit y. She serves as t he 
Direct or for t he Malone Cent er for Engineering in Healt hcare and t he 
Direct or of Research for St rat egy and Part nerships of t he Dat a 
Science and AI inst it ut e. Her research group uses machine learning t o 
analyze large scale genomic and healt h dat a t o underst and how 
genet ic variat ion af fect s t he human body. They have made 
cont ribut ions t o underst anding how individual genet ic dif ferences 
int eract  w it h environment al risk fact ors, t emporal processes, and cell 
t ype t o inf luence gene regulat ion and disease risk.  She earned her 
Ph.D. in Comput er Science in 2013 f rom St anford Universit y, where 
she also received her Bachelor?s degree in Symbolic Syst ems in 2003. 
Before joining Johns Hopkins, Alexis spent  several years in indust ry as 
a soft ware engineer and engineering manager at  Google. Alexis has 
received awards including t he 2022 JHU President ?s Front ier Award, 
and was named a 2016 Searle Scholar and a 2020 Microsoft  
Invest igat or Fellow.
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 Rahul Gorijavolu, Johns Hopkins

Tin Nguyen, Universit y of Maryland

Phuong Nguyen, Universit y of Maryland

Cole Bank, MIT

Daniel Erhabor, Johns Hopkins

Hannes Il l , MIT

Boya Zhang, MIT

Jayant h Prat ap, Johns Hopkins

Thomas Sounack, Dana Farber

Alice Litt le, Johns Hopkins

Vish Nair, Johns Hopkins

Arshnoor Bhut ani, Universit y of Maryland

Shuangbao ?Paul? Wang, Morgan St at e Universit y

Vojislav St ojkovic, Morgan St at e Universit y

Sanjay Purushot ham, UMBC

Roshan Paudel, Morgan St at e Universit y

HASTC WORKSHOP MENTORS
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NEXUS FACULTY

RITU AGARWAL, PHD

Co-Director, CDHAI   Wm. Polk 
Carey Distinguished Professor 
at Carey Business School

RAMA CHELLAPPA, PHD

Bloomberg Distinguished 
Professor and Former 
Interim Director of the Data 
Science and AI Institute

MARK DREDZE, PHD

Director of the Data 
Science and AI Institute 
and John C. Malone 
Professor

KADIJA FERRYMAN, PHD

Assistant Professor, 
Berman Institute of 
Bioethics 

EMILY HAROZ, PHD

Associate Professor, 
Bloomberg School of 
Public Health

GORDON GAO, PHD

Co-Director, CDHAI 
Professor at Carey 
Business School

BRIAN HASSELFELD, MD

Executive Medical 
Director, Digital Health 
and Innovation at Johns 
Hopkins Medicine

RISA WOLF, MD

Associate Professor of 
Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine
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